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HRD Ministry hikes stipend for PHD scholars 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-hikes-stipend-for-phd-scholars-2065745 

The government has hiked the stipends of PHD scholars in AICTE and centrally funded technical institutes, 

under which a junior research fellow will get Rs 25,000 as revised emolument per month. 

Similarly, a senior research fellow with a JRF qualification and two years of research experience will be getting 

28,000 per month. HRD minister Smriti Irani announced this in a tweet posted late on Monday evening. 

The revised rates of fellowships will come into effect from October 1, 2014 for PHD students. The additional 

costs on account of this will be met by individual institute from their existing budgetary grant, said a ministry 

order.  

Cut in education budget due to higher tax devolution to states: 

Smriti Irani 

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/cut-in-education-budget-due-to-higher-tax-devolution-to-states-smriti-

irani/531645-7.html 

New Delhi: The huge cut of 16 per cent in the education sector for 2015-16 has been attributed to the higher tax 

devolution to the states as has been recommended by the Finance Commission. The Union Budget presented for 

2015-16 has proposed Rs 69,074 crore as against Rs 82,771 allocated in the previous fiscal.  

"The Budget estimates for the HRD Ministry has been drawn up in the context of the 14th Finance Commission 

wherein a higher tax devolution to the states has been recommended," HRD Minister Smriti Irani said in a 

written reply in Rajya Sabha.  

Delinking of some schemes to the states such as setting up of about 6,000 model schools has also been blamed 

by the Ministry officials for the cut in the budget allocation for the sector.  

The Union Budget presented for 2015-16 has proposed Rs 69,074 crore as against Rs 82,771 allocated in the 

previous fiscal. 

The slash in the education sector as compared to the revised allocation in 2014-15 is, however, 2.02 per cent. 

While the school education sector has got an outlay of Rs 42,219.50 crore for 2015-16, the higher education 

sector has got Rs 26,855 crore. 

CBI questions NIT director Thorat 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/CBI-questions-NIT-director-Thorat/articleshow/46435307.cms 

DEHRADUN: The CBI for the first time on Monday called in for questioning director of NIT, Uttarakhand, H T Thorat, in 

connection with alleged charges of corruption revolving around purchase of lab equipment in the campus.  

 

This comes following rounds of questioning in the recent past of the the institute's faculty and also the chairman.  

 

According to the institute's staff, this is perhaps the last round of the investigation as CBI officials have already spoken 
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with most of the staff and have collected all necessary documents required in the case.  

 

Speaking to TOI, whistleblower Bhole Shankar Sikhwal said, "I had objected to the procurement of lab equipment in the 

institute, something that resulted in my termination from NIT. Hopefully, there should now be some action taken 

against the guilty." It has been charged that the fraud involves an amount in excess of Rs 1.5 crore.  

 

Sources added that the CBI will in the near future call two-three more individuals for further questioning.  

 

"Only the director's statement was pending," a faculty member said. "Most probably a report will now be made and sent 

to the CBI head office for the final course of action."  

 

On February 16, the institute's chairman and Titan industries MD Bhaskar Bhat had been called to the CBI's office in 

Dehradun in connection with the case. In the past, Sikhwal, too, has been questioned. He later claimed he has submitted 

a six-page written statement and a 20-page "enclosed evidence" on the corruption charges made by him. This, he said, is 

in the possession of the CBI.  

 

All efforts to contact Thorat were unsuccessful. Some faculty members, though, did confirm to TOI that he had been 

been questioned for more than four hours. 

IIT-H first to introduce course on digital fabrication 

Digital fabrication can be used not only in the manufacturing sector but also in healthcare, food and 

other segments in future 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iit-h-first-to-introduce-course-on-digital-fabrication-

115030200522_1.html 

Indian Institute of Technology- Hyderabad is the first academic outfit in the country to introduce a course on 

digital fabrication or 3D printing technology, which, according to its director UB Desai, has wide range of 

applications. 

 

Digital fabrication, also called additive manufacturing, can be used not only in the manufacturing sector but also 

in healthcare, food and other segments in future, Desai told mediapersons on the sidelines of an international 

symposium on the subject here on Monday. 

 

The two-day symposium is being held jointly by IIT-Hyderabad, Keio University of Japan and Deakin 

University of Australia under the aegis of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to deepen inter-

disciplinary collaboration in the development of digital fabrication. 

 

According to the organisers, digital fabrication enables fabrication using a wide variety of materials sans 

tooling, assembly lines or supply chains. 

 

This is changing the way designing and fabrication is done, from that of machine parts, concrete structures, 

prosthetics, electronic components to almost anything. It entails digitisation of design as well as of the process 

with computer-aided design tools. 

 

“The use of digital fabrication has spread in large manufacturing facilities over the past two decades, and 

interdisciplinary collaboration between academics and industry is serving to make the technology inexpensive 

and user-friendly,” Keio University Environment and Information Studies dean, Jun Murai, said. 
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Dean of Engineering at Deakin University, Guy Littlefair, said advances in materials, electronics, modeling 

interfaces and material distribution had vaulted digital fabrication from a simple method for producing three-

dimensional prototypes to a viable option for low-volume manufacturing components. 

Govt appoints RSS mouthpiece ex-editor NBT chief 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/463128/govt-appoints-rss-mouthpiece-ex.html 

The Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry has appointed Baldev Sharma, former editor of RSS mouthpiece 

“Panchjanya”, as the new chairman of the National Book Trust (NBT). 

 

A Sethumadhavan, who held the post, was forced to quit six months before his term was due to expire. A veteran 

Malayalam fiction-writer, Sethumadhavan was appointed NBT chairman for a three-year term on September 6, 2012. He 

tendered his resignation two days ago reportedly after a senior HRD Ministry official asked him to quit.  

 

“I resigned two days ago, and got a confirmation about the acceptance today (Monday). I had received a call from an 

HRD Ministry official two days ago informing me that the government would like to appoint a new NTB chairman,” 

Sethumadhavan told Deccan Herald. 

Making it clear that he did not want to cling on to the post, he said his “culture” was not to make a fuss about such 

things. “I have held very important positions over the past 40 years,” he said. 

 

Asked about the way he was removed, Sethu, as he is popularly known in Kerala, said personally he was least bothered: 

“The government is well within its right to appoint anybody. The appointment letter also says they can remove me. I 

only feel perhaps they should have done it after six months.”  

 

The HRD Ministry had earlier forced out National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) chief Praveen 

Sinclair halfway through her term. 

 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi, director Raghunath K Shevgaonkar also tendered his resignation halfway into 

his five-year tenure last December following consistent pressure from HRD Minister Smriti Irani, who was upset with him 

for many reasons, including non-settlement of arrears of Rs 70 lakh of former IIT faculty and now BJP leader 

Subramanian Swamy. 

 

The ministry, however, did not take any decision on Shevgaonkar’s resignation as a probe initiated by the ministry into 

his role in supporting Mauritius to set up an international institute of technology in the country backfired. Shevgaonkar 

resumed his duties after remaining on leave for a few days.   

 

Though the HRD Ministry remained incommunicado, new NBT chairman Sharma, also a former journalist, confirmed his 

appointment. 

 

“Yes, the ministry has appointed me as the new NBT chairperson. I got a communication from the ministry in this regard 

today (Monday) evening,” he said. Asked about his priorities as the new NBT chief, he said, “I cannot say anything on 

this at this point. I can share with you my priorities only after I join.” 
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